
Uncovering Your Teaching Quest 

--Corbett Harrison 
Twitter: @WritingFix 

email: corbett@corbettharrison.com 
websites: Always Write and WritingFix 

Welcome, you’ve found the PPT presentation I will be using when I present at 2019 NCTE 
Conference in Baltimore, MD.  My co-presenters will be the great Gretchen Bernabei and 
Amy Ludwig Vanderwater.   
 
I will be discussing the professional books that shaped my thinking as a teacher, as well as 
the shifts my travels had to take in order to be a good teacher who didn’t feel over-
extended.   
 
Please join us at our session.  If you have any questions about my presentation, please feel 
free to ask them at Twitter, using #AlwaysWrite.   
 
All images of books, if clicked, will show you comparative prices on the Internet. 
 
I hope you’ll introduce yourself if you attend our session on November 21, 2019. 
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To learn to read is to light a fire; every 
syllable that is spelled out is a spark.  
      —Victor Hugo 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire.  
     —William Butler Yeats 
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Mentor Texts 

Suggested outline for teacher: 
• Share Bedhead by the hysterical Margie Palatini.   
• Brainstorm other terrible things that might happen 

to a person on school picture day. (idea mentor text) 
• Share/Review  Alexander and the Terrible… by 

Judith Viorst and have students analyze its 
organization and writing style/tricks that stand out 
as good ideas. (structure and style mentor text) 

• Write a rough draft of a bad-gets-worse-gets-even-
more-worse story called “The Worst School Picture 
Day Ever.” 

• Revise. 
• Publish.  Possibly on computer? 

This lesson can be found online at Always Write! 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689860021/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0689860021&linkId=bb7b4da7d6e149f9a03bfd82527489f2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689711735/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0689711735&linkId=081c243c2740a24510ea524ab7157bb6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689860021/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0689860021&linkId=bb7b4da7d6e149f9a03bfd82527489f2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0689711735/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0689711735&linkId=081c243c2740a24510ea524ab7157bb6
http://www.corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Bedhead.htm
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“Student Teacher of the Year,” 
May 1990 

The book I decided to attempt to 
emulate in my new teaching career, 
which began 
five months 
later: 
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Obstacles for this first year teacher: 
• I had four different classes to prep; 
• I travelled between five different buildings on a cart to 

teach my five classes daily; 
• Two of my classes were proficiency level, and one of 

the others served as a mecca for children with 
discipline issues; 

• Unbeknownst to me, I had also been assigned to be 
the school’s speech and debate coach as well as 
sophomore class advisor when I was hired. 
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A Haiku to sum up my first year: 
Tried like the mighty, (5) 
But drowned in first-year pressures. (7) 
Is Atwell crying?  (5) 
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For five years, I floundered with teaching writing… 

• I began and ended my Master’s Degree with two of their 
courses offered at our university.  That first course was 
offered to me back in 1996. 

• I returned in to my classroom in September of 1996 “on 
fire” to teach writing right. 

• In 1999, I began co-teaching several of their writing 
methodology classes throughout Northern Nevada. 

• Between 2003 and 2007, I served as their Director, with 
the amazing Jodie Black as my Co-director. 

• My involvement with the NNWP and the NWP absolutely 
made me a better, wiser writing teacher. 
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Then in October of 1996, my NNWP sponsored a workshop… 

“Digging for 
Potatoes” 
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I left, knowing I’d like a brick wall built but I had few bricks. 

Thoughtshots 
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A new book emerged to shape my “brick wall” differently: 

• The RIGHT to be 
reflective. 

• The RIGHT to choose a 
personally important 
topic. 

• The RIGHT to go “off 
topic.” 

• The RIGHT to 
personalize the writing 
process. 

• The RIGHT to write 
badly. 

• The RIGHT to see others 
write. 

• The RIGHT to be 
assessed well. 

• The RIGHT to go beyond 
formula. 

• The RIGHT to find your 
own voice. 
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Some rights led me to behave differently as a teacher: 

• The RIGHT to see others 
write. 

• The RIGHT to be assessed 
well. 
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Some rights led me to find new favorite books and authors: 

• The RIGHT to personalize 
the writing process. 

• The RIGHT to go beyond 
formula. 

“Here’s the secret 
of writing.  There 
is no secret.” 
   --Ralph Fletcher 
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Some rights led me to find new favorite books and authors: 

• The RIGHT to personalize 
the writing process. 

• The RIGHT to go beyond 
formula. 

Typical writing process: 
1. Prewrite 
2. Draft 
3. Respond 
4. Conference 
5. Revise 
6. Edit 
7. Publish 

Barry’s writing process: 
1. Revise 
2. Revise 
3. Revise 
4. Revise 
5. Revise 
6. Revise 
7. Revise 
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Some rights led me to find new favorite books and authors: 

• The RIGHT to personalize 
the writing process. 

• The RIGHT to go beyond 
formula. 

    “We need to find 
     a way to help  
     students unearth 
    their own topics, 
to generate plenty of content, and to organize it 
so that readers can track the movement of the 
writer’s mind.” 
      --Gretchen Bernabei 
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With eight rights in place, the final right settled right in… 

• The RIGHT to be 
reflective. 

• The RIGHT to choose a 
personally important 
topic. 

• The RIGHT to go “off 
topic.” 

• The RIGHT to 
personalize the writing 
process. 

• The RIGHT to write 
badly. 

• The RIGHT to see others 
write. 

• The RIGHT to be 
assessed well. 

• The RIGHT to go beyond 
formula. 

• The RIGHT to find your 
own voice. 
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To learn to read is to light a fire; every 
syllable that is spelled out is a spark.  
      —Victor Hugo 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire.  
     —William Butler Yeats 
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