
© 2015 Corbett Harrison, Educational Consultants, LLC.  All rights reserved.  http://corbettharrison.com  
Teachers may remove this footer to reproduce copies for students; if sharing with adults, this citation must be left intact. 

 

A mini-autobiographical tale told dictionary- and thesaurus-style 

A Vicarious Friendship 

by Mr. Corbett Harrison 
 

I collect many things, including memories. Here is one I’d like to share with you. 

 

I am the youngest of three siblings.  When I entered third grade, my mother decided it was time for her to return to 

college and earn the degree she had started before the three of us entered the picture.  My two brothers are a bit older 

than me, so they were trustworthy enough at the time to head home after school, to visit friends’ 

houses, or to participate in after school activities.  Not me.  I had to walk halfway home from 

school, detour left onto Arthur Avenue and remain at a babysitter’s house until Mom picked me 

up after her day at college was COMPLETE.  

 

Marge was a very nice lady, but I think she could have been a better babysitter.  I was a third-grader who wanted to be 

outside with his friends; instead, Marge plopped me in front of her TV to watch cartoons followed by an hour of reruns 

of “The Mickey Mouse Club” from the 1950’s.  I did this every day for my entire third grade year, and in that time I 

probably saw every SYNDICATED [adjective: describing a broadcast that can be seen simultaneously on many different 

channels] episode of “The MMC” that was ever shown.  The show became a favorite of mine even though it was 

broadcast in black and white and was thirteen years older than myself.   

 

My favorite segment on “The Mickey Mouse Club” was a serial called The Adventures of Spin and Marty.    It told the 

story of two boys with OPPOSITE personalities who weren’t much older than me and who should 

have never been friends, but they were.  One boy—Spin—was AFFABLE [adjective: friendly or good-

natured] and down to earth; the other—Marty—started out as spoiled and pompous and he tried 

to distance himself from everyone at their summer camp.  You see, these boys spent their entire 

vacation working at a dude ranch with a dozen other boys.  They learned to rope.  They learned to 

saddle and ride. Despite Marty’s attempts to make no friends and be miserable, he ended up having amazing outdoor 

adventures while I sat in front of a television in a stuffy living room.  I had to wait until the weekends to have outdoor 

adventures with my friends, but Monday through Friday, my VICARIOUS [adjective: describing something experienced in 

one’s own imagination after watching someone else experience it] friends went by the names of Spin and Marty. 

 

As I said, I am a collector.  Some of my collections are INTANGIBLE while others take more solid form.  Three decades 

after no longer needing a babysitter, I came across a Spin and Marty comic book in an old bookstore.  It was tattered and 

torn, originally priced at 12 cents. The bookstore sold it to me for a dollar and set me wondering if other comic books 

about Spin and Marty existed.  Well, it turns out there were eight comic books published in the 50’s, and thanks to eBay 

and my own patience for a good deal and a well taken care of product, I can boast that I own pretty nice copies of them 

all.  They are framed and whenever I look up from the computer on which I type this story, they are looking back at me 

from the wall.  

 

My TANGIBLE friends from that era of my life, like me, have now turned gray and become people I 

only see and hear from occasionally, which is what naturally happens, I suppose.  Spin and Marty 

are different kind of old friends to me.  They don’t change, forever being caught on the covers of 

my comic books.  They remind me every summer that I should saddle up and rope and ride.  And always be on the look-

out for a new friend in this world. 

complete (adj.) 

finished 

wrapped up 

finalized 

opposite (adj.) 

dissimilar 

contradictory 

clashing 

tangible (adj.) 

real 

visible 

touchable 
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