
Playlist for Chapters 1-5 of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
my teacher model (found at Corbett Harrison’s “Always Write” website for teachers)

Chapter 1 Song: 

“I Feel a Sin Coming On” 

by Pistol Annies 

Chapter 1 Explanation: In this 
chapter we learn that Huck has been 
adopted by the Widow Douglas and 
her sister.  They are trying to civilize 
Huck from his sinful ways by warning 
him about Hell, and Huck says he 
would be glad to go there for a 
change of scenery.  I think this lyric 
explains Huck’s honest attitude 
about his bad reputation.  

Lyric excerpt: 
 
I feel a sin comin' on 
I feel a right that's about to go wrong 
I got a shiver down to the bone 
I feel a sin comin' on. 

 

Chapter 2 Song: 

“The Oath” 

by Secrets 

Chapter 2 explanation:  Tom Sawyer 
visits Huck at midnight.  They steal 
candles and head out to a cave 
where they meet Tom Sawyer’s 
“gang” that he is forming.  Tom 
reads stories about bandits and 
outlaws, and he wants to form his 
own band of outlaws.  In order to 
join the gang, everyone must take an 
oath in blood, swearing to keep all 
the gang’s secrets or they and their 
families will be killed.  It’s a powerful 
oath, and it shows Tom Sawyer’s 
vivid imagination at work. 

Lyric excerpt: 
 

Three can keep a secret, 
If two of them are dead, 
I’ll bury all the pages, 
To keep my words unsaid. 
 
Through thick or thin, I’m holding it. 
Loose lips sink our ships. 
Lips are sewn shut. 
 

Chapter 3 Song: 

“Arabian Nights” 

from the movie Aladdin 

Chapter 3 explanation: After getting 
in trouble for sneaking out, Huck 
continues life at the Widow’s.  He 
secretly still meets up with Tom’s 
outlaws.  One Sunday, Tom’s gang 
attacks a caravan of Arabs and their 
camels, but Huck knows they’re just 
a group at a Sunday school picnic.  
Tom insists they are actually Arabs 
and they only look different because 
of an enchantment.  Again, we see 
Tom’s vivid imagination at work. 

Lyric excerpt: 

Oh, I come from a land, from a  

      faraway place 

Where the caravan camels roam 

Where it's flat and immense 

And the heat is intense 

 

Chapter 4 Song: 

“Superstition” 

by Stevie Wonder 

Chapter 4 explanation: Winter 
comes and Huck, recognizing his 
absent father’s distinct boot-print in 
the snow one day, fears his father 
will come for him.  Huck visits with 
Jim—the Widow’s very superstitious 
slave—who uses a hairball from an 
ox to try and read the future for 
Huck.  Huck wants to know what his 
father wants, and the hairball tells 
Jim many things, including that Huck 
will someday die in the water.  This 
lyric is for Jim’s crazy superstitious 
beliefs.   

Lyric excerpt: 
 
Very superstitious, writing's on the wall, 
Very superstitious, ladders bout' to fall, 
Thirteen month old baby, broke the  
     lookin' glass 
Seven years of bad luck, the good things 
     in your past. 
 
When you believe in things you don’t 
understand, then you suffer. 

Chapter 5 Song: 

“No Son of Mine” 

by Genesis 

Chapter 5 explanation:  Huck’s 
father—Pap—has snuck into Huck’s 
bedroom at the Window’s house, 
and Huck finds him there when he 
returns from Jim and the hairball.  
Pap, who wants Huck’s money, 
criticizes Huck and the widow. He 
tells Huck that he is putting on 
“fancy airs,” and that he acts too 
good to be any son of his.  I chose 
these lyrics to represent Pap’s 
attitude.  Pap takes a dollar from 
Huck and gets drunk and threatens 
the judge who is safely keeping 
Huck’s money safe.  Pap pretends he 
might reform, but it’s pretty obvious 
he is set in his drunken, abusive 
ways. 

Lyric excerpt: 
 

He sat me down to talk to me. 
He looked me straight in the eyes. 
He said: 
 
You’re no son, you’re no son of mine, 
You’re no son, you’re no son of mine, 
When you walked out, you left us  
     behind, 
and you’re no son, you’re no son of  
     mine. 
 

 

REMEMBER:  Choose only school-appropriate lyrics to include with your 
write-up, and make sure each short write-up explains why you chose the 
lyric to represent what happened in the chapter. 
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