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Teachable Sub-Skills for the 6 Writing Traits 
because an entire trait can’t be taught in a mini-lesson…but a sub-skill of that trait can be 

 

Idea Development Sub-Skills 

 
_____choosing high-quality details to write with when: 

_____describing important characters or people 
_____describing important settings or places 
_____describing important objects or things 
 

_____using action words to enhance written descriptions 
 
_____using a balance of showing and telling skills 

_____or…transforming “telling sentences” into 
“showing sentences” 
 

_____selecting a unique topic to write about 
 
_____using a unique approach/technique to explore a topic 

 
_____putting others’ ideas into your own words 
 
_____writing with a clear, central big idea or theme in mind 

_____supporting big idea or theme with sub-ideas 
or sub-topics 
_____the most interesting sub-topics are 
purposefully included 

 

Organization Sub-skills 

 
_____beginning the writing with a strong introduction by 

_____starting with a question or riddle or 
_____starting with a quotation or sound effect or 
_____starting with an intriguing description or 
_____starting by sharing an unusual fact or 
_____or…? 
 

_____ending the writing with a satisfying conclusion by 
_____proving to reader that all posed questions 
have been answered or 
_____linking conclusion back to the introduction or 
_____or…? 
 

_____creating paragraphs purposefully by 
_____ planning paragraphs with graphic organizers 
_____ using questions to inspire paragraphs 
_____ using formulas to teach paragraphing 

 
_____sequencing events or ideas purposefully by 

_____using transition words accurately 
_____planning pacing with graphic organizers 

 
_____creating a title that stands for entire piece of writing 
 

Voice Sub-skills 
 

_____conveying passion towards the message or the topic 
_____conveying emotion or emphasis 
_____writing about what you know        
_____writing to sound like you know and believe 

 
_____using other points-of-view when writing 

_____ trying out new perspectives 
_____ acknowledging other perspectives  

       
_____acknowledging the intended audience 

_____vocabulary is explained, when necessary 
_____context is included, when necessary 
_____”Is this style appropriate for this audience?” 
has been asked 

 
_____including appropriate style devices to further the 
purpose of the writing 

_____figurative language is used…if appropriate 
_____tone, mood, or humor is captured through 
words…if appropriate 

 
_____hearing the author’s conversational style when the 
paper is read aloud 

 

Word Choice Sub-skills 
 

_____incorporating adjectives into the writing well 
_____using color and texture words _____using 
words that convey mood and tone 
_____using vocabulary adjectives accurately 

 
_____using strong verbs to strengthen sentences 
        _____using a balance of action and linking verbs 
        _____using vocabulary verbs accurately 
 
_____using precise and specific nouns to assist the 
reader’s understanding 
        _____not over-using or confusing pronouns 
        _____ using vocabulary nouns accurately 
 
_____taking risks with the language 
        _____using alliteration subtly and effectively 
        _____”playing” with and celebrating words 
        _____inventive word play 
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Teachable Sub-Skills for the Six Traits (continued) 
because a trait can’t be taught in a mini-lesson…a sub-skill can 

 

Sentence Fluency Sub-skills 
 

_____using a variety of sentence beginnings 
_____limiting use of “The” and pronouns to begin 
sentences 
_____ beginning sentences with prepositions, 
appropriate conjunctions, participles, etc. 

 
_____using a variety of sentence lengths while writing 

_____ balancing simple and complex sentences 
 
_____using a variety of transitional words while writing 
         
_____establishing rhythm with words and phrases 

_____using repetition techniques to enhance 
meaning or style 
_____using parallelism 
_____writing for “out loud” publishing 

 

Conventions Sub-skills 
 

_____ spelling skills 
_____word wall misspellings are not forgivable on 
any drafts of writing 
_____ high frequency word misspellings are only 
forgivable in rough drafts 
_____ risky words that get misspelled are highly 
forgivable in rough drafts 
 

_____ external punctuation skills (end punctuation) 
 
_____ internal punctuation skills (internal punctuation) 
 
_____ capitalization skills 
         
_____ grammar and usage skills 
 
_____ indenting and spacing 

 
 
 

It’s so much easier to discuss the qualities of 
good or bad writing with a common academic 
language.  My students learn to analyze and 
evaluate specific traits by learning the sub-skills 
that make up those traits.  With writing 
instruction, the six lists on these pages become 
our academic language that we share. 
 

The NNWP’s Going Deep with 6 Trait 
Language Guide provided lesson 
suggestions and resources for just 
about every trait sub-skill listed on 
these pages. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1511782668/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1511782668&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20&linkId=3L474QCZQHJ32GBY
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1511782668/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1511782668&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20&linkId=3L474QCZQHJ32GBY

