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“Green Eggs and Ham” 

two ridiculous analytic essays 
 

 The story "Green Eggs and Ham" by Dr. Seuss shares a simple plot, in which two characters debate whether or not the 
closed-minded, un-named narrator will enjoy green eggs and ham if he simply tries them. Sam-I-Am, the presenter of the green 
eggs and ham and this story’s antagonist, attempts--through multiple scenarios in which green eggs and ham may be enjoyed--to 
make the un-named narrator eat green eggs and ham.  

Our un-named narrator is decidedly dynamic inasmuch as he is stubbornly prejudiced against green eggs, ham, and Sam-I-
Am, but ultimately he discovers that all objects of prejudice are, in fact, not as bad as he previously viewed them. Sam-I-Am, on the 
complete opposite side of the character scale, is very static in his persistence that our un-named narrator should try green eggs and ham. Despite the un-
named narrator’s repeated refusals to try green eggs and ham anywhere Sam suggests eating them, such as in a box or with a fox, Sam-I-Am maintains 
unflinching optimism and persistence, achieving his goal in the end as the narrator agrees to try that which he has shown prejudice.  

As the short narrative progresses and the un-named narrator’s stubbornness begin to dissipate, a theme emerges. It is clear that perseverance is 
the key to Sam-I-Am’s success; we can, therefore, declare one of the themes of Dr. Seuss’s masterpiece, "Green Eggs and Ham," is that if you persevere 
and refuse to give up, you can accomplish your goals in the end. 
 
           --Kristopher & Hunter, 8th grade essayists 

  
The timeless story, "Green Eggs and Ham," written by Dr. Seuss, shares the story of an unnamed character and his confrontation with Sam-I-Am. 

The plot unfolds as Sam-I-Am offers the un-named main character a platter of green eggs and ham. The main character rejects the offer and becomes 
increasingly upset with Sam-I-Am, who seems adamant in refusing to allow the main character to pass up such an opportunity and a delicacy.  

As the story progresses, the protagonist develops, and it becomes clear that this un-named narrator is—in fact—a very dynamic character. The 
narrator becomes a much more animated character, and in his rage is prone to repeating the same statements over and over again. This is a great change 
from his original polite refusal to accept the green eggs and ham. In contrast, Sam-I-Am changes little, other than revealing new situations in which green 
eggs and ham eating would be ideal. He does not seem to register the anger or irritation of the un-named narrator.  
 A major theme throughout the novel is that judgment should be withheld until a situation is fully understood. The un-named narrator shows a 
wonderful demonstration of the consequences of not following the precept of this theme. Judging the green eggs and ham without tasting them, our 
narrator only allows himself to be goaded into situations that are more and more out of hand.  

Seuss’ writing style is very unique in that his tale is told only using dialogue. The choice of repetition in this dialogue is crucial to developing the 
rage of the main character, and it results in well-planned idea development. As a whole, the sentence fluency suffers, as all the sentences share nearly 
identical sentence patterns, which keeps the writing almost too simplistic. 
            

--Abby & Wonje, 8th graders essayists 
 

(Who sounded smarter with their essay, and what did they do specifically to sound smarter than the other essay?) 
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