
Dena’s Twenty-Five “Reading 
Bingo” Activities…a verb sampler 

Dena’s students maintain “Reading Notebooks,” and each week they add a summary of 
what they’ve read in the past week.  Because Dena became bored with reading dull 
summaries in paragraph form, she created twenty-five writing activities that have students 
summarize but in creative ways that teach specific writing skills, including grammar. 

 

In this sample of her 25-activity Bingo Card, I have left active the three activities from her 
card that require students to think about verbs in three different ways: 1) using verbs as 
metaphorical tools; 2) using low-quality verbs; 3) using high-quality verbs. 

 

If you’re interested in obtaining Dena’s complete set of Bingo Card activities, you can find 
out how to purchase them here.  They come as an interactive PowerPoint where all 
activities are hyperlinks that give student-friendly directions, a teach-made model, and a 
rubric.  If these three free samples convince you to purchase the whole set, we thank you in 
advance for helping support us in keeping our website online and advertisement-free. 

http://corbettharrison.com/products.html#readers


Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here are 25 ideas: 

My Plethora of Ways to Prove to me You’ve Read and Thought about your Book: 

Another Angle? 
Switching the 

Narrator 

A Top 7 List: 
Because Top 10’s 
Too Much Today 

To Do… 

Become Me for 
a Moment 

Poems 

Character 
Cookbook: Bake, 

Broil, or Baste 
‘Em! 

Dearest Diary… 
Can You Capture a 
Character’s voice? 

Extra! Extra! 
Fake Breaking 

News! 

First Half of the 
Alphabet Verb 

List 

Go Gangbusters 
with “Get” and 

“Got”! 

Have I Told You 
that You’re 

[blank]? Poems 

“Hello, I’m Your 
Field Trip Guide 

Today...” 

Imperative 
Passages 

Last Half of the 
Alphabet Voice 

List 

Plotting out a 
Musical Playlist 

Polaroid Page of 
Powerful 
Images 

Prepare 
to 

Preposition! 

“The?” = No! 
Denied Use of a 
Definite Article 

“This Room 
Looks 

Fabulous!” 

Three So Much 
Depends Upon… 

Poems 

Tri-Ku of Book-
Based 

Riddles    

TV or Not TV? 
Advertise that 

Story! 

Two-Voice 
Performance 

Poems 

Verb-ing it Up! 
Action-Packed 

Sentences 

Word Choice 
Triangle Poems 

“You’ve Got 
Mail” e-mail 

Exchange 

You Won’t Even 
Believe This! 

Poem 



Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Character?  Bake, Broil or Baste ‘em…Character Cookbooks  

How Long Shall We Set the Oven Timer for? 
Nice!  This is a fun choice if you have a fun or funny character…and can use verbs creatively! 
 
Most of the recipes you’ll encounter in life focus on food, but this type of unusual recipe is for 
“cooking up” a thoughtful explanation of your character.  As with all recipes, you will need to 
first list ingredients needed to concoct your character; to do this, think about details based on 
your character’s looks and behavior, then apply kitchen measuring words to each ingredient.   
 
Once you’ve listed the ingredients, you will need to tell your reader how to mix those 
ingredients to show how you feel about this character and why.   If you can use cooking verbs 
creatively in this description, you will have fun with this.    
 
Ask your teacher to show you a real recipe if you’ve never studied one before.  There are 
plenty on the Internet that can be accessed for free. 

Click this arrow to see a model based on a novel 
one of my teacher-friends enjoyed recently.   

This is an example of a spoonerism.  Look it up! 



Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Character Cookbook: Bake, Broil or Baste ‘em! 

Teacher Sample based upon first chapters of Divergent by Veronica Roth:   
This recipe is for this book’s main character. 
 
A Recipe for Tris Prior 
  

Ingredients: 
A pinch of abnegation   ¾ cup of dauntlessness 
1 cup of fearlessness   ½ cup of courage 
2 cups of divergence   1 teaspoon of uncertainty  
1 pint of loyalty to friends  1 small petite body 
½ cup of average looks 
 

Directions:  Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Bring abnegation and dauntlessness to a rolling boil and then 
spoon off most of the abnegation. Add fearlessness, courage and divergence to the mixture and mix on 
high speed.  Don’t forget to add in a teaspoon of uncertainty along with the pint of loyalty to friends to 
the mix; otherwise, the recipe will not taste as good.  Finally, take the mixture and carefully spread it 
upon a petite body.  Sautee ½ cup of average looks in a separate pan and then layer it over the top.  
Success!  You have now created Tris Prior!  I predict she will be a great heroine in this novel! 
 
 Back to Menu Are you interested in my book?  Did I help you infer this character’s qualities? Rubric 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0062024035/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0062024035&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0062024035/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0062024035&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20


Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Going Gangbusters with “Get” and “Got”! 

Got “Get”? 
  
Every writing teacher you have ever met has always 
asked you to use stronger verbs and to avoid unspecific 
verbs like “get” and “got”.  Now is your chance to use 
these two words as many times as you want.   
 
Try to make use of the words get, got, getting, or gotten 
as often as possible as you recount what has happened 
in the past few chapters of your book.  
 
Bet you see for yourself how all forms of got and get are 
weak and vague words!  Try encouraging your reader to 
pick up this book even though you are using weak verbs! 

Click this arrow to see a model based on a novel 
one of my teacher-friends enjoyed recently.   



Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Going Gangbusters with “Get” and “Got”! 

Teacher Sample based upon first chapters of Eve by Anna Carey:   
Get this book from the library and read it! 

 
Going Gangbusters with Get and Got, Getting and Gotten 
  

          You’ve gotta get the book Eve, by Anna Carey!  It gets you interested from the very  
first page.  Most of the people get this plague and die in the first chapter.  It seems the  
vaccine was just as bad as the plague, so everyone who got the vaccine died within just a few days.  Eve 
survives, but gets put into a school for orphan girls.  She gets taught for many years and eventually turns 
eighteen.   
 
          In the school, she gets to learn many wonderful subjects with the hope of putting all of her talents 
to use in the Sand City.  The Sand City is the only city still standing after the plague has gotten rid of most 
of the population.  Eve also gets taught about the evils of men and boys.  Weird!  She thinks she is 
getting a chance at a bright future, but that is not the truth.  You must read on to get the real story.   
 
         All is not as it seems in this school for girls…Get ready for an exciting ride! 
 
 

Back to Menu Are you interested in my book?  Did my use of nondescript verbs make you smile? Rubric 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00DEVSEWS/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00DEVSEWS&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00DEVSEWS/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00DEVSEWS&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20


Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Verb-ing it Up! Action-Packed Sentences 

Action Word Blurbs 
  

Lights, camera, action!   
 
This week you are to write an informal, detail-filled summary of 
what you have read.  The grammatical trick here is that you 
must use and identify action verbs in every one of your 8 to 10 
sentences.    
 
Avoid linking verbs--am, is, are, was, were--because they don’t 
show any action at all. 
 
Give your sentences a powerful verb!  Underline them with 
confidence and show your teacher you can identify this 
powerful part of speech. 
 

Click this arrow to see a model based on a novel 
one of my teacher-friends enjoyed recently.   



Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot (a.k.a. “what happened?”) from your week’s reading.  Here is one idea! 

Verb-ing it Up! Action-Packed Sentences 

Teacher Sample based upon Ghost in the Machine by Patrick Carman:   
This verb-inspired summary is based on the first several chapters of this book. 
  

Verb-inspired Summary Sentences 

 Hold on to your seats, fellow readers!  This book starts rolling right away.  
The very first page pulls you deeply in to the mystery of the dredge.   
Jeb Bush, The Alchemist and even Ryan’s Dad—how many more people plunge 
into this web of lies and mystery?  Ryan is still hobbling around and trying to do 
some research on these shady characters. Sarah is risking her life by sneaking out 
to the dredge.  Thankfully the reader can access the videos from Sarah to keep 
them glued to the computer screen.  Making things even more complicated, 
Ryan’s dad’s friend, Henry, is snooping around Ryan.  Will these two ever fully 
uncover the mystery?   

Back to Menu Are you interested in my book?  Which of my verbs was the best action verb? Rubric 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/054507570X/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=054507570X&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/054507570X/ref=as_li_tf_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=054507570X&linkCode=as2&tag=writi-20


Reader’s Notebook Bingo Cards 
Dear students, there are many more interesting ways to respond to a book than through simply 
summarizing  the plot.  Check your writing using this rubric to ensure you’ve been thoughtful! 

A General Rubric for your Reading Responses 

Absolutely 
Awesome! 

Bravo! Still 
Pretty Great! 

Could Be MUCH 
Better.  

Do-over for half 
credit.   

Uses Specific 
Details from 

book 

You have successfully 
incorporated 6 or 
more specific details 
from the reading. 

You have successfully 
incorporated 5-6 or 
more specific details 
from the reading. 

You have successfully 
incorporated 3-4 or 
more specific details 
from the reading. 

You have used less 
than 2 specific details 
from the reading.  
That’s not enough. 

Descriptive 
Language 

• Every word 
“wows” me! 

• Very vivacious 
voice used! 

• A wonderful way  
with many words 

• I value your voice 
in most spots. 

• Both weak and 
wonderful words 

• I value your voice 
in a few spots. 

• Why all the weak 
word choices? 

• Vapid voice? 

Specific Activity 
Requirements 

Directions were read 
carefully and all 
requirements are 
present! 

Directions were read 
carefully and most 
requirements are 
present! 

Directions were 
followed mostly, but 
something is missing. 

Incomplete in too 
many ways. 

Writing 
Conventions 

• Spell checked 
• Punctuation is 

flawless 
• Book titles 

underlined 

• A few misspellings 
• Punctuation is 

almost flawless 
• Book titles 

underlined 

• Many misspellings 
• Punctuation is 

somewhat flawed 
• Book titles  not 

underlined 

• Bad spelling! 
• Very flawed use of 

punctuation 
• Book titles not 

underlined 

Back to Menu Discuss with a partner what it takes to move up from a C to a B to an A?  Know this criteria! 



Dena’s Twenty-Five “Reading 
Bingo” Activities…a verb sampler 

Dena’s students maintain “Reading Notebooks,” and each week they add a summary of 
what they’ve read in the past week.  Because Dena became bored with reading dull 
summaries in paragraph form, she created twenty-five writing activities that have students 
summarize but in creative ways that teach specific writing skills, including grammar. 

 

In this sample of her 25-activity Bingo Card, I have left active the three activities from her 
card that require students to think about verbs in three different ways: 1) using verbs as 
metaphorical tools; 2) using low-quality verbs; 3) using high-quality verbs. 

 

If you’re interested in obtaining Dena’s complete set of Bingo Card activities, you can find 
out how to purchase them here.  They come as an interactive PowerPoint where all 
activities are hyperlinks that give student-friendly directions, a teach-made model, and a 
rubric.  If these three free samples convince you to purchase the whole set, we thank you in 
advance for helping support us in keeping our website online and advertisement-free. 
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