
Keep Calm & Write Across the Curriculum: 
Reduce the chance of plagiarism! 

Make vocabulary instruction interesting! 

Research suggests that assigning shorter, weekly writing tasks can be just as if not more effective than assigning longer, 

more traditional reports that we associate with the term “Writing across the Curriculum.”  Shorter writing tasks can also 

be designed in ways that make plagiarism (or unintentional copy/pastes from the Internet) close to impossible.  This 

highly interactive workshop will have participants working in teams to create smart, short pieces of writing that show 

depth of thought about topics and vocabulary from all the curriculum areas.  At day’s end, each participant will share an 

adaptation or a short- or long-term goal that would require next year’s students to think smart and create short pieces 

of writing that allow a teacher to assess deep thinking in any content area. 

 

Said the lion, “I am a heterotroph, and I subsist best on clown meat!” 
 

Corbett Harrison 

corbett@corbettharrison.com 

Always Write (http://corbettharrison.com)  

and WritingFix (http://writingfix.com) websites 

 

#AlwaysWrite 
  for questions 

  for ideas/adaptations 

  for photos 

  for writing samples 



 
chart from: 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/110129/chapters/Section-1@-Why-Task-Rotation%C2%A2.aspx 

Mastery Strategies focus on increasing students’ abilities 
to remember, sequence, and summarize important facts 
and procedures. They motivate by offering clarity, 
organization, and the opportunity to achieve and 
demonstrate measurable success.    Examples include:  

 New American Lecture 

 Direct Instruction  

 Graduated Difficulty    

 Teams‐Games‐Tournaments 

Interpersonal Strategies foster students’ desire to interact 
with others, relate personally to the curriculum and to 
each other, and share their feelings and values. They use 
teams, partnerships, and coaching to motivate students 
through their drive for membership and 
relationships.    Examples include:  

 Reciprocal Learning  

 Decision Making  

 Jigsaw    

 Community Circle 

Understanding Strategies develop students’ capacities to 
use evidence and logic, think analytically (e.g., identify 
similarities and differences), develop interpretations, and 
see the big picture.    They motivate by arousing curiosity 
and encouraging inquiry.   Examples include:  

 Compare and Contrast 

 Reading for Meaning  

 Concept Attainment  

 Mystery 

Self‐Expressive Strategies, which often incorporate 
imagery, metaphor, and 'what if' scenarios, motivate 
students by appealing to their drive for originality and 
creativity.   They invite students to create and imagine, 
consider different perspectives, look for patterns, and 
apply their knowledge in new and different ways.  
Examples include:  

 Inductive Learning  

 Metaphorical Expression 

 Pattern Maker  

 Mind’s Eye 

from: http://dmfa3ba8wpnh6.cloudfront.net/00/000147887cd534a7df9b7cb5090000/file/113258-TSTASCDOct2010.pdf  

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/110129/chapters/Section-1@-Why-Task-Rotation%C2%A2.aspx
http://dmfa3ba8wpnh6.cloudfront.net/00/000147887cd534a7df9b7cb5090000/file/113258-TSTASCDOct2010.pdf


Tier 2 Vocabulary Choices: (8th Grade) 
boycott chronological imminent assimilate 

evoke simultaneous despondent abhor 

elapse belligerence conjecture impel 
 

Tier 3 Vocabulary Choices: 
biodiversity exothermic heterotroph mutualism 

congruent hypotenuse outlier variable 

abolitionism federalism impeachment tariff 
 

 

 



 

  

History of Argentina 

In no country is the influence 

of history and geography  

more clearly than Argentina. 

It is especially interesting,  

therefore, in viewing  

Argentine history, to watch  

for the gradual develop of  

economic, psychological, and  

racial characteristics which differentiate this 

country from other American republics. 

--Dena, fifth grade writer 



 

From Barry Lane’s wonderful book: 51 Wacky We-Search Reports 

Interesting Facts about Jupiter  
(from http://www.universetoday.com/15182/interesting-facts-about-jupiter/)  

 
Jupiter was appropriately named after the king of the gods. It’s massive, has a powerful magnetic field, 

and more moons that any planet in the Solar System. Though it has been known to astronomers since ancient 
times, the invention of the telescope and the advent of modern astronomy has taught us so much about this 
gas giant. 

In short, there are countless interesting facts about this gas giant that many people just don’t know 
about. And we here at Universe Today have taken the liberty of compiling a list of several particularly 
interesting ones that we think will fascinate and surprise you. Think you know everything about Jupiter? Think 
again! 
 
Jupiter Is Massive: It’s no secret that Jupiter is the largest planet in the Solar System. But this description 
really doesn’t do it justice. For one, the mass of Jupiter is 318 times as massive as the Earth. In fact, Jupiter is 
2.5 times more massive than all of the other planets in the Solar System combined. But here’s the really 
interesting thing… 

If Jupiter got any more massive, it would actually get smaller. Additional mass would actually make the 
planet more dense, which would cause it to start pulling it in on itself. Astronomers estimate that Jupiter could 
end up with 4 times its current mass, and still remain about the same size. 
 
Jupiter Cannot Become A Star: Astronomers call Jupiter a failed star, but that’s not really an appropriate 
description. While it is true that, like a star, Jupiter is rich in hydrogen and helium, Jupiter does not have nearly 
enough mass to trigger a fusion reaction in its core. This is how stars generate energy, by fusing hydrogen 
atoms together under extreme heat and pressure to create helium, releasing light and heat in the process. 

This is made possible by their enormous gravity. For Jupiter to ignite a nuclear fusion process and 
become a star, it would need more than 70 times its current mass. If you could crash dozens of Jupiters 
together, you might have a chance to make a new star. But in the meantime, Jupiter shall remain a large gas 
giant with no hopes of becoming a star. Sorry, Jupiter! 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=5775dc74d696c7ec9867530f4f5866b4


Jupiter Is The Fastest Spinning Planet In The Solar System: For all its size and mass, Jupiter sure moves 
quickly. In fact, with an rotational velocity of 12.6 km/s (~7.45 m/s) or 45,300 km/h (28,148 mph), the planet 
only takes about 10 hours to complete a full rotation on its axis. And because it’s spinning so rapidly, the planet 
has flattened out at the poles a little and is bulging at its equator. 

In fact, points on Jupiter’s equator are more than 4,600 km further from the center than the poles. Or to 
put it another way, the planet’s polar radius measures to 66,854 ± 10 km (or 10.517 that of Earth’s), while its 
diameter at the equator is 71,492 ± 4 km (or 11.209 that of Earth’s). This rapid rotation also helps generate 
Jupiter’s powerful magnetic fields, and contribute to the dangerous radiation surrounding it. 

 
The Clouds On Jupiter Are Only 50 km Thick: That’s right, all those beautiful whirling clouds and storms you 
see on Jupiter are only about 50 km thick. They’re made of ammonia crystals broken up into two different cloud 
decks. The darker material is thought to be compounds brought up from deeper inside Jupiter, and then 
change color when they reacted with sunlight. But below those clouds, it’s just hydrogen and helium, all the 
way down. 
 
The Great Red Spot Has Been Around For A Long Time: The Great Red Spot on Jupiter is one of its most 
familiar features. This persistent anticyclonic storm, which is located south of its equator, measures between 
24,000 km in diameter and 12–14,000 km in height. As such, it is large enough to contain two or three planets 
the size of Earth’s diameter. And the spot has been around for at least 350 years, since it was spotted as far 
back as the 17th century. 

The Great Red Spot was first identified in 1665 by Italian astronomer Giovanni Cassini. By the 20th 
century, astronomers began to theorize that it was a storm, one which was created by Jupiter’s turbulent and 
fast-moving atmosphere. These theories were confirmed by the Voyager 1mission, which observed the Giant 
Red Spot up close in March of 1979 during its flyby of the planet. 

However, it appears to have been shrinking since that time. Based on Cassini’s observations, the size 
was estimated to be 40,000 km in the 17th century, which was almost twice as large as it is now. Astronomers 
do not know if or when it will ever disappear entirely, but they are relatively sure that another one will emerge 
somewhere else on the planet. 
 
Jupiter’s Magnetic Field Is 14 Times Stronger than Earth’s: Compasses would really work on Jupiter. 
That’s because it has the strongest magnetic field in the Solar System. Astronomers think the magnetic field is 
generated by the eddy currents – i.e. swirling movements of conducting materials – within the liquid metallic 
hydrogen core. This magnetic field traps particles of sulfur dioxide from Io’s volcanic eruptions, which 
producing sulfur and oxygen ions. Together with hydrogen ions originating from the atmosphere of Jupiter, 
these form a plasma sheet in Jupiter’s equatorial plane. 

Farther out, the interaction of the magnetosphere with the solar wind generates a bow shock, a 
dangerous belt of radiation that can cause damage to spacecraft. Jupiter’s four largest moons all orbit within 
the magnetosphere, which protects them from the solar wind, but also make the likelihood of establishing 
outposts on their surface problematic. The magnetosphere of Jupiter is also responsible for intense episodes 
of radio emission from the planet’s Polar Regions. 
 
Jupiter Has 67 Moons: As of the penning of this article, Jupiter has 67 confirmed and named satellites. 
However, it is estimated that the planet has over 200 natural satellites orbiting it. Almost all of them are less 
than 10 kilometers in diameter, and were only discovered after 1975, when the first spacecraft (Pioneer 10) 
arrived at Jupiter. 

However, it also has four major moons, which are collectively known as the Galilean Moons (after their 
discovered Galileo Galilei). These are, in order of distance from Jupiter, Io, Europa,Ganymede, and Callisto. 
These moons are some of the largest in the Solar System, with Ganymede being the largest, measuring 5262 
km in diameter. 
  

http://www.universetoday.com/122972/jupiters-planet-io/
http://www.universetoday.com/15201/jupiters-moon-europa/
http://www.universetoday.com/15509/ganymede/
http://www.universetoday.com/57581/callisto/


Tier 2 Vocabulary Choices: (10th Grade) 
admonish bureaucratic heinous preclude 

augment recalcitrant fortuitous divert 

exacerbate connotation nonchalance vindicate 
 

Tier 3 Vocabulary Choices: 
antigens barometer botulism convection 

exponent isometry tangent vector 

civil disobedience deregulation double jeopardy junta 
 

 

   



from Barry Lane’s wonderful book: 51 Wacky We-Search Reports 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0965657469/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0965657469&linkId=5775dc74d696c7ec9867530f4f5866b4


 

  



Free Resources to Explore: 

WritingFix’s Writing Across the Curriculum Resources 

Our Wacky We-Search Resource 
Page: 
 
writingfix.com/WAC/WackyWeSearch.htm 

 
Or type WritingFix wacky wesearch into 
Google. 

HistoryFix, NumberFix, and 
ScienceFix: 
 
writingfix.com/WAC/HistoryFix.htm 
writingfix.com/WAC/NumberFix.htm 
writingfix.com/WAC/ScienceFix.htm 
 

Or type [topic]fix into Google. 

Compare & Contrasting across the 
Curriculum 
 
writingfix.com/WAC/comparison_contrast.htm 

 
Or type WritingFix compare contrast into 
Google. 

 

Always Write Resources 

The ‘Lesson of the Month’ 
Ning/Blog 
 
http://writinglesson.ning.com/ 
 
A mentor text-inspired lesson is sent to 
your email address every month. 

Writer’s Notebook Lessons and 
Resources 
 
corbettharrison.com/writers_notebooks.html 
 
Or type Always Write writers notebook into 
Google. 

Mentor Text Lessons, Suggestions 
and Resources 
 
corbettharrison.com/mentortext.html 
 
Or type Always Write mentor texts into 
Google. 

Sacred Writing Time Resources 
and Suggestions 
 
corbettharrison.com/SWT.htm 
 
Or type Always Write sacred writing 
time into Google. 

Vocabulary Workshop – something 
else you may want to investigate 
 
corbettharrison.com/Vocabulary.htm 
 
Or type Always Write vocabulary workshop 
into Google. 

Reading Workshop – something 
else you may want to investigate 
 
corbettharrison.com/Reading_Workshop.html 

 
Or type Always Write reading workshop 
into Google. 
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