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Whenever possible in this electronic version of my presentation, I have provided for 
your convenience: 
 
• Links to Amazon so that you can compare prices of used and new mentor texts I 

make reference to, and you can add any titles to your wish list if you’re logged in to 
Amazon. 

• Direct links to online versions of the student samples I display so that you can 
examine them more clearly during the presentation or at a later date.    Just click on 
the student sample on a slide. 

• Direct links to online versions of the teacher models I display so that you can 
examine them more clearly during the presentation or at a later date.  You can also 
follow me on Pinterest to access hundreds more teachers models and student 
samples. 

• Direct links to lessons I cite that are posted at either the Always Write or WritingFix 
websites.   

• If you save this electronic version of my presentation to your own computer or flash 
drive, you will have permanent access to all links and student samples.  I will be 
removing the electronic version of this presentation from my website on August 1. 

http://corbettharrison.com/
http://writingfix.com/


A Poem I Share with my Students & Teachers 
think about this poem’s metaphorical idea on a personal and a professional level 

Fire by Judy Brown 
 
What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 
 
We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

Fire?  Wood/logs?   
Fuel?  Space? 

http://www.loveyourselfnaturally.com/a-poem-fire-judy-brown/
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• In 1999, I purchased this domain 
name upon completing my Master’s. 

• Between 2001-2009, the website 
received sponsorship from local 
grants and grew like crazy! 

• When funding dried up, Dena and I 
took  it upon ourselves to keep the 
website online. 

• Over 400 FREE lessons and resources, 
but no new updates. 

• In 2008, I launched a new website of 
lessons and resources. 

• “Always Write” was taken, so the web 
address is my name. 

• Type Always Write in Google, and we 
are currently the first hit. 

• It’s focused on my personal lessons, 
resources, and my students’ samples. 

• Free monthly lessons and access to 
dozens of resources. 
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Philosophy & Focuses: 
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Please take three minutes to PARTNER UP, look over the LEARNING STYLE 
page of your handout (second page), and discuss the following: 

• Of the four learning styles defined (mastery, understanding, interpersonal, 
and self-expressive), which two styles would appeal most to you when 
asked by an instructor or mentor to learn something new?  Why? 

• Which of the four learning styles is the most NOT like you?  Why? 
• How do you think your students divide into these four learning style groups? 
• In general, which learning style group do you think struggles the most in 

school in general?  Why?  What about in your classroom? 
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Discover what these numbers mean at my website’s Grouping Strategies Resource Page. 

http://corbettharrison.com/student-grouping.htm
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Love your Language 



Love your Language 

15th century ship rat 



Love your Language 



Love your Language 
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• Hamburger paragraphs 
• 5-paragraph essays 
• Jane Shafer, STAAR, Step-up-

to-Writing and other 
formulaic programs 

• Showing, not telling 
• Free-verse poems 
• Creation of metaphors 

• ABC Books/lists 
• Acrostics & haikus 
• Creative tasks with parameters 

 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 
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The most student-friendly text available for 
generating student interest, setting up and 
maintaining a writer’s notebook is Ralph Fletcher’s 
A Writer’s Notebook: Unlocking the Writer Within 
You.  I own a class set.  We read/review it every 
year. 

Excerpt from the book’s introduction:   
 
“A writer’s notebook is like that ditch—an empty 
space you dig in your busy life, a space that will fill 
with all sorts of fascinating little creatures…You’ll 
be amazed by what you catch there… 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
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Student-made metaphors/similes about their  
writer’s notebooks: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/1a/4c/8d/1a4c8d12076d63048de3d94b461a461d.jpg
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Student-made metaphors/similes about their  
writer’s notebooks: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/03/41/42/034142ef71a74f6970d136f1e99a8658.jpg
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Student-made metaphors/similes about their  
writer’s notebooks: 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/a8/2a/36/a82a366abcb72841c32d0811fc834c40.jpg
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Your essential question for this next segment: 
 

What would my simile/metaphor for 
writers’ notebooks be based on my 
understanding of how they work 
with students? 

Three Annual Contests at Always Write: 

September: Writer’s Notebook Metaphors 

November: Rhe-turkical Triangle Arguments 

March: Vocabulary Haikus 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Four-Metaphor-Poems.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/RheTURKical-Triangle.htm#contest
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Haikus.htm#4
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Haikus.htm#4
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/Vocab-Haikus.htm#4
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Fletcher’s Book’s Twelve Chapters 

Unforgettable Stories Seed Ideas 

Lists Writing that Inspires 

Fierce Wonderings Mind Pictures 

Memories Writing Small 

Snatches of Talk Writing about Writing 

Writing that Scrapes the 
Heart 

Rereading: Digging out 
the Crystals 

“Writers are like other people, except for at least one 
important difference. Other people have daily thoughts 
and feelings, notice this sky or that smell, but they don't 
do much about it. All those thoughts, feelings, sensations, 
and opinions pass through them like the air they breathe.  
Not writers. Writers react. And writers need a place to 
record those reactions (Fletcher, )”.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380784300/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0380784300&linkId=5a1cecb94c7ec0398a306eb39c88e95d
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The books in the 
Amelia’s Notebook 
series are written to 
appear as though they 
are written by a young 
girl in a standard-lined 
composition notebook. 
 
Amelia draws and gives 
her drawings dialogue 
bubbles, which 
students love to 
impersonate. 
 
This page is from 
Amelia’s Guide to 
Babysitting notebook 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416950516/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416950516&linkId=1edabce2c73e7577576375e68728c1bb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416950516/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416950516&linkId=1edabce2c73e7577576375e68728c1bb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416950516/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416950516&linkId=1edabce2c73e7577576375e68728c1bb
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
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Amelia always writes about topics that students can relate to; 
her stories aren’t extraordinary, but they are still worth writing 
down.  Here she ‘s talking about moving and about why she 
likes staying at hotels. This page is from the original Amelia’s 
Notebook written by a “4th grade Amelia.” 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=6bfebf1628ac665a978c82e4001c06ee
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=6bfebf1628ac665a978c82e4001c06ee
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=6bfebf1628ac665a978c82e4001c06ee
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Max’s Logbook 
is written on 
grid paper, and 
in its attempt to 
appeal to boy 
writers, it’s 
about science 
experiments, 
science fiction, 
and getting in 
trouble 
because you’re 
being a bit too 
mischievous. 
 
It’s out of print 
but worth 
finding used. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416909052/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1416909052&linkId=d41e0367e798dbaa645cafbc8659eb94
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439466601/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439466601&linkId=c8cf245a25d4a6a4ccae97a935fb9ae4
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My best 
mentor text 
is—of 
course—my 
own writer’s 
notebook.  
When I post 
new lessons 
at Always 
Write, they 
always 
include a 
new page 
from my 
notebook. 

I can’t draw, so my WNB is filled with Mr. Stick drawings. Click here for this superhero lesson. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/cf/10/6b/cf106bade7390d4306277b40faf11738.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/92/25/01/9225014e7306eb985c3a09d3076df737.jpg
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/from-my-writer-s-notebook/
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/from-my-writer-s-notebook/
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/from-my-writer-s-notebook/
http://corbettharrison.com/GT/SuperheroABCs.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Scaffolding Tools: Monthly Bingo Cards 

Download 
the August 
and 
September 
Bingo 
cards using 
this link. 

Access the 
center-
square 
lesson for 
September 
using this 
link. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/10-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2180157
http://corbettharrison.com/lessons/alpha-genres.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/lessons/alpha-genres.htm


I post student and teacher samples at my Pinterest Board. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/5f/bb/73/5fbb7369b2d37c8df2fd3d402d89ac6d.jpg
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/


I post student and teacher samples at my Pinterest Board. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/29/8f/5d/298f5de82624fb6fae08687f977a15da.jpg
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/


I post student and teacher samples at my Pinterest Board. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/e4/8f/ce/e48fce315d33001635cab649e25c4009.jpg
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/
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Scaffolding Tools: Sacred Writing Time Slides 

Download a 
month’s worth 
of slides to try 
out with your 
students using 
this link. 

Every day in 
my classroom, 
students are 
promised ten 
minutes to 
write in their 
writer’s 
notebook.   

file:///C:/Users/Corbett/Downloads/ForWritersNotebooksSacredWritingTimeSlideSamplerAugust15Sept15.pdf


Sacred Writing Time 
Did you come to class with an idea to write about? 

As soon as class begins, quietly make that pencil dance! 

It’s July 12.   
Today is “National Simplicity Day.”  Could we plan a complicated 

celebration of this holiday?? 

Trivial Fact of the Day: Toilet paper was invented in China in the late 1300’s, but it 
was intended to be used by the emperors only. 
 

Interesting Quote of the Day:  “I have just three things to teach:  
simplicity, patience, compassion. These three are your greatest  
treasures.”  -- Lao Tzu (Chinese philosopher and poet) 
 
Vocabulary Word of the Day:  convoluted (adjective) – this word can  
describe an argument or idea that is extremely hard to follow (or not simple) or 
something technical that is very twisted or coiled (not simple). What invention of 
nature would you say is the most convoluted? 



Sacred Writing Time 
Did you come to class with an idea to write about? 

As soon as class starts, quietly make that pencil dance! 

It’s July 13.   
Today is “National French Fry Day.”  Did you know French Fries aren’t 
French? Did you know there’s no ham in a hamburger?  Weird, right? 

Trivial Fact of the Day: French fries, which actually come from Belgium, were 
introduced to the United States in 1801, when Thomas Jefferson was president. 
 

Interesting Quote of the Day:  “The glow of one warm thought is to me  
worth more than money.” –Thomas Jefferson (American President) 
 

Vocabulary Word of the Day:  benign (adjective) – when describing a  
person, this word means warm and kind.  When describing a disease or  
medical condition, it means not harmful.  Can you write one interesting sentence 
where you use this word twice, showing you know both of the word’s meanings? 



Sacred Writing Time 
Did you come to class with an idea to write about? 

As soon as class starts, quietly make that pencil dance! 

It’s July 14.   
Today is “National Nude Day.”  Please don’t celebrate in public! 

Trivial Fact of the Day:   It was the norm in Ancient Greece to exercise and 
compete in athletic events (like the Olympics) in the nude.  The word gymnasium, 
in fact, comes from the Greek word gumnos, which meant naked. 
 
Interesting Quote of the Day:  “The world is the great gymnasium  
where we come to make ourselves strong.” --Swamee Vivekananda  
(Hindu monk) 
 
Vocabulary Word of the Day:  impregnable (adjective) – use this adjective  
to describe a person or a thing that is unable to be defeated or destroyed. How 
much time at the gym would it take to become totally impregnable? 



Good notebook-keeping becomes contagious! 

Sacred Writing Time Partners: my online explanation 

http://corbettharrison.com/student-grouping.htm#swt


Del inspired Jordan! 

Good notebook-keeping becomes contagious! 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/37/eb/51/37eb5188c05990e366a79b27a3b21303.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/93/0f/6b/930f6b5b9494a30f1167a08d3c9e77b0.jpg


Josh inspired Nico! 

Good notebook-keeping becomes contagious! 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/df/be/07/dfbe07b0dc8c8a870c4c7597af5fda66.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/f4/5b/35/f45b35aacc74fce08d6606dba623ce54.jpg


Good notebook-keeping becomes contagious! 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/ce/fc/4d/cefc4da95561d04c5b9ff9edcd23ddc6.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/0d/7f/35/0d7f350163cfb1c69022682c909722d8.jpg


Good notebook-keeping becomes contagious! 

Both these student- shared 
entries inspired sequels from my 
other students in the same class. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/f7/ca/71/f7ca71b6e2cb4219d873f79746eacb4c.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/1b/19/b5/1b19b5d61a845d956ff18f70e2ccbde4.jpg


A Writer’s Notebook:  a ten-minute a day routine  

Amazing things can happen in ten minutes,  
and you still have time for everything else. 

Our typical day: 
 
10 minutes of Sacred Writing Time (writer’s notebook) 
 
50 minutes left for: 
• Writing Mini-Lessons 
• Reading Mini-Lessons 
• Literature Discussions/Socratic Seminars 
• Grammar Games (15-20 minutes) 
• Process Writing (writer’s workshop) 
• Presentations 
• Research/Investigations 

Dear Mr. Harrison, I wanted you to know that the thing I 
look forward to the most in school is the time I spend in 
my notebook.  Thank you for making writing fun again. 
                                            --Bailey (7th grader) 

Free Resources: 
Writer’s Notebook 
Resource Page 

Sacred Writing Time 
Resource Page 

Mr. Stick Resource Page 

Join our Lesson of the 
Month e-mail group 

http://corbettharrison.com/SWT.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/writers_notebooks.html
http://corbettharrison.com/writers_notebooks.html
http://corbettharrison.com/writers_notebooks.html
http://corbettharrison.com/writers_notebooks.html
http://corbettharrison.com/SWT.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/SWT.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/Mr_Stick.html
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp
http://writinglesson.ning.com/main/authorization/signUp


A Writer’s Notebook:  a ten-minute a day routine  

“Dear Corbett, As a faithful user of your fabulous SWT slides, I thought you would 
appreciate a smattering of opinions about SWT from my 5th graders this year. This was 
the first year I implemented this from the beginning of the year. I also encouraged my 
other 5th grade teammates to try it out. They were slow adaptors, but by the end of the 
year they too saw benefits. I believe we will all be on the same page next year. I told 
[students] to be honest and share with me what they thought of our 10 minutes. 
Herewith are some of the best that warmed my heart, and will, I hope, warm 
yours.  BTW, Aviv’s made me so happy when I read it because when this year started, 
and he was faced with SWT and a blank page, he would weep with frustration! What a 
change.”  (L. Balzar, Maryland teacher) 

Cyrus:  In my opinion, SWT [Sacred Writing Time] was great and important this year. 
One reason why I believe this is because SWT helped me get things from my mind onto 
paper. This means I can always go look in my journal and see everything I ever thought 
and wrote in my SWT. Another reason I believe that SWT is important is because it 
helped me to improve my writing. I’ve started writing in more detail and with better 
words such as exciting instead of cool. Lastly, SWT has helped me get my thoughts 
together and my pencil moving after lunch and recess. This means that for any activities 
after SWT, I’ll be ready. This is why I believe that SWT was and is great and important. 



A Writer’s Notebook:  a ten-minute a day routine  

“Dear Corbett, As a faithful user of your fabulous SWT slides, I thought you would 
appreciate a smattering of opinions about SWT from my 5th graders this year. This was 
the first year I implemented this from the beginning of the year. I also encouraged my 
other 5th grade teammates to try it out. They were slow adaptors, but by the end of the 
year they too saw benefits. I believe we will all be on the same page next year. I told 
[students] to be honest and share with me what they thought of our 10 minutes. 
Herewith are some of the best that warmed my heart, and will, I hope, warm 
yours.  BTW, Aviv’s made me so happy when I read it because when this year started, 
and he was faced with SWT and a blank page, he would weep with frustration! What a 
change.”  (L. Balzar, Maryland teacher) 

Mia: Daily SWT has been a life-saver! Every time I had an ingenious story idea, weird 
thought, or family problem, my SWT notebook was there. It was always there, ready 
with a blank page, ready for me to write my artistic ideas down on solid paper, not the 
electronic “paper” we use on our chromebooks. SWT has helped me pour out my 
feelings, practice my writing skills, and get more comfortable with misspelled words (oh, 
the horror!). The sharing this year was another mind-blowing idea. I learned so much 
from the stories people shared, both fiction (two boys, 20 years in a weird bunker), and 
nonfiction (the titanic). I basically started my year by writing “I don’t know what to 
write” over and over. I loved how my teacher was okay with that. She even suggested it! 
It made me feel comfortable, and, once I started writing, I couldn’t stop! 



A Writer’s Notebook:  a ten-minute a day routine  

“Dear Corbett, As a faithful user of your fabulous SWT slides, I thought you would 
appreciate a smattering of opinions about SWT from my 5th graders this year. This was 
the first year I implemented this from the beginning of the year. I also encouraged my 
other 5th grade teammates to try it out. They were slow adaptors, but by the end of the 
year they too saw benefits. I believe we will all be on the same page next year. I told 
[students] to be honest and share with me what they thought of our 10 minutes. 
Herewith are some of the best that warmed my heart, and will, I hope, warm 
yours.  BTW, Aviv’s made me so happy when I read it because when this year started, 
and he was faced with SWT and a blank page, he would weep with frustration! What a 
change.”  (L. Balzar, Maryland teacher) 

Aviv: This year I really enjoyed SWT. Every time I have to write I have writer's block and 
completely blank. SWT has given me a chance to fix this problem by letting me express 
what is in my head with words. Looking back to the beginning of my SWT journal I saw 
many pages of “I don’t know what to write.” Then as I looked at more recent stories that 
I have written I see that they are very creative. I also enjoyed sharing my ideas that I 
have written with the class. It is very fun to see the look on everybody's face when I 
leave them on a cliff hanger. My last reason is that SWT has changed how I think about 
writing. Before SWT I hated writing, now SWT has even inspired me to write over the 
summer.  So over all I enjoyed SWT very much this year. 



A Writer’s Notebook & SWT:  a final word…  

Many of my website’s followers encounter administrators who want to know the 
objective(s) behind letting them recklessly free-write for ten minutes every day. 
 
These three objectives have always been posted at my website SWT Resource Page: 

If an administrator asks them why they’re doing SWT, my students recite: 

SWT builds our writing fluency skills. Producing a page of 
interesting thoughts in 10 minutes is a goal we shoot for in here. 

Sacred Writing Time challenges us to be creative. We learn to 
present our ideas in unique formats. 

SWT is when we practice new writing skills and vocabulary 
words from Mr. Harrison's mini-lessons. 

http://corbettharrison.com/SWT.htm


A Poem I Share with my Students & Teachers 
think about this poem’s metaphorical idea on a personal and a professional level 

Fire by Judy Brown 
 
What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 
 
We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

Might SWT be the “space” between 
more formulaic writing expectations? 

http://www.loveyourselfnaturally.com/a-poem-fire-judy-brown/


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Step 1:  Look through 
your favorite read-
alouds and ask 
yourself, “Might I use 
this published text to 
inspire an original 
idea, to provide an 
imitate-able pattern or 
structure, or to 
showcase writing craft 
skills used by the 
author that I can 
discuss and mimic with 
my student writers?” 
Step 2: Categorize the 
ones you find, and “fill 
in your gaps.” 

Four steps to becoming an outstanding mentor text teacher: 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Classifying-Mentor-Texts-for-Writing-Lessons-that-Differentiate-Instruction-2156907


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Step 3:  The “All-Three-in-One-Text” Challenge!  Find a cherished, well-written text, and 
seek out all three purposes from the same text.  I’ve never forced all three into a single 
lesson, but I often make sure my mentor text serves two purposes for my writers. 

Four steps to becoming an outstanding mentor text teacher: 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Classifying-Mentor-Texts-for-Writing-Lessons-that-Differentiate-Instruction-2156907


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Step 4:  The “Two-
Complementary- 
Mentor-Texts-for-the-
same-Lesson” 
Challenge!  In my 
experience, these 
work best when the 
first is either an idea 
or structure mentor 
text (to help them get 
a basic idea written) 
and the second is a 
craft mentor text (to 
help them revise the 
initial idea with 
quality techniques). 

Four steps to becoming an outstanding mentor text teacher: 

Visit our online Mentor Text Resource Page for lessons! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Classifying-Mentor-Texts-for-Writing-Lessons-that-Differentiate-Instruction-2156907
http://corbettharrison.com/mentortext.html
http://corbettharrison.com/mentortext.html
http://corbettharrison.com/mentortext.html


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Begin your journey by looking at the work of others who were starting: 

Bonus Link #1: “Poems as Mentor Texts” collection: http://writingfix.com/poetry_prompts.htm 

Bonus Link #2: “Song Lyrics as Mentor Texts” collection: http://writingfix.com/ipod_prompts.htm 



Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Begin your journey by looking at the work of others who were starting: 

http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong1.htm 

Things I Love Poems 
 
Students compare and 
contrast a song called “I 
Love” with a picture book 
called “I Love…”  and 
brainstorm things they 
would love to write about. 
 
Then, they borrow a 
structure from a third 
picture book, called “Honey, 
I Love,” and they create 
original pieces of “I Love” 
poetry inspired by things 
they personally love. 

http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong1.htm
http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong1.htm
http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong1.htm
http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong1.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Begin your journey by looking at the work of others who were starting: 

Second graders used the 
first two mentor texts’ 
inspiration (the song and 
the first picture book) to 
construct poems that 
are list-like. 
 
The concluding line was 
then a borrowed 
structure from the song 
they had listened to. 
 
Compare this to… 

http://writingfix.com/I_Pod_Prompts/LoveSong4.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

The fifth graders’ 
samples were also 
inspired by the first two 
mentor texts’ inspiration 
to construct poems that 
are list-like. 
 
In revision, the 
concluding line also was 
borrowed from the song, 
but and the poetic 
structure from the 
“Honey, I Love” mentor 
text helped them both 
shape and add rhymes 
to their more 
sophisticated final 
drafts. 



Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Daisy Comes Home by Jan Brett 
Synopsis: Daisy, a bullied chicken is kicked out of the coop by the 
other birds.  That night, flood waters rise on the Li River, and 
Daisy’s makeshift nest (a basket) is carried down river.  The next 
morning begins a series of unforgettable adventures for the 
chicken.  After an adventure, Daisy comes home braver and no 
longer tolerates the other chicken’s bullying. 

Excerpt 1:  A dog was sitting up on the deck of the houseboat.  When he saw the plump hen 
bobbing in the basket, he barked and scrambled toward her.  Daisy squawked, and pecked, 
and beat the air with her wings.  It was enough to tip the basket off the rocks and she 
floated away.  Dawn broke over the Gui Mountains as the basket drifted along the river.  
Branches brushed against it.  Fish swam silently by and bird flew overhead.  Suddenly Daisy 
felt a thump.  (82) 
 

(Find the other two relevant excerpts on the eighth page of your handout.) 

 

Idea?  Structure?  Craft/Writing Skill? 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0142402702/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0142402702&linkId=963e7914c4153b02c645b15fe6b63df0
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0142402702/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0142402702&linkId=963e7914c4153b02c645b15fe6b63df0


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Daisy_Comes_Home4.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Daisy_Comes_Home4.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

http://writingfix.com/Picture_Book_Prompts/Daisy_Comes_Home4.htm


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown 
Synopsis: A collection of “poems” about various items from the 
world.  Each poem follows the same predictable pattern. 

 

Idea?  Structure?  
Craft/Writing Skill? 

Excerpt 1: The important thing about rain is that it is wet. 
It falls out of the sky, 
and it sounds like rain, 
and makes things shiny, 
and does not taste like anything, 
and is the color of air. 
But the important thing about rain is that it is wet. 

Excerpt 2:  The important thing about an apple is that it is round. 
It is red. 
You bite it, 
and it is white inside, 
and the juice splashes on your face, 
and it tastes like an apple, 
and it falls off a tree. 
But the important thing about an apple is that it is round. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064432270/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0064432270&linkId=33b7156ba2a2b3320dcaf391b17090b0
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064432270/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0064432270&linkId=00de5fd32a2474801bd601951def3236


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Pic_Book_Prompt_Worksheets/Important_Book_Passages_1st.pdf


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

http://corbettharrison.com/images/lesson_images/Imporant-Passages/Steinbeck12.jpg


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Caves by Stephen Kramer 
Synopsis: A non-fiction picture book (with a beautifully-
written introduction) about the unique features of caves. 

Idea?  Structure?  Craft/Writing Skill? 
(please consult the list on the ninth page of your 

handout to find a definitive skill or two in this writing) 

Excerpt, page 1: Far below the earth’s surface, water drips from the roof of a cave.  The 
drops fall through darkness into a large stone room no one has ever seen.  No bird has ever 
sung here.  The scent of wild flowers has never hung in the air.  For thousands of years, the 
tomblike silence has been broken only by the sound of falling water.  Drip.  Drip.  Drip.  
Excerpt, page 2:  Then, one day, footsteps break the stillness.  Voices drift through the air.  
Flashlight beams cut across the darkness, lighting up a strange and wonderful sight.  Stone 
icicles hand overhead.  Smooth sheets of stone coat the walls.  Huge pillars of rock connect 
the floor and the ceiling.  For the very first time, someone sees what the drops of water 
have made. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0876148968/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0876148968&linkId=6c9c8e70e29531f6e2da17719bc2bf03
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0876148968/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=writi-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0876148968&linkId=6c9c8e70e29531f6e2da17719bc2bf03


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/What-isnt-there.htm
http://corbettharrison.com/free_lessons/What-isnt-there.htm


A Poem I Share with my Students & Teachers 
think about this poem’s metaphorical idea on a personal and a professional level 

Fire by Judy Brown 
 
What makes a fire burn 
is space between the logs, 
a breathing space. 
Too much of a good thing, 
too many logs 
packed in too tight 
can douse the flames 
almost as surely 
as a pail of water would. 

So building fires 
requires attention 
to the spaces in between, 
as much as to the wood. 

When we are able to build 
open spaces 
in the same way 
we have learned 
to pile on the logs, 
then we can come to see how 
it is fuel, and absence of the fuel 
together, that make fire possible. 
 
We only need to lay a log 
lightly from time to time. 

A fire 
grows 
simply because the space is there, 
with openings 
in which the flame 
that knows just how it wants to burn 
can find its way. 

How might you begin a goal about 
using mentor texts during writing 
without smothering your fire? 

http://www.loveyourselfnaturally.com/a-poem-fire-judy-brown/


Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

Step 1:  Look through your favorite read-alouds and ask 
yourself, “Might I use this published text to inspire an original 
idea, to provide an imitate-able pattern or structure, or to 
showcase writing craft skills used by the author that I can 
discuss and mimic with my student writers?” 
Step 2: Categorize the ones you find, and “fill in your gaps.” 
Step 3:  The “All-Three-in-One-Text” Challenge!  Find a 
cherished, well-written text, and seek out all three purposes 
from the same text.  I’ve never forced all three into a single 
lesson, but I often make sure my mentor text serves two 
purposes for my writers. 
Step 4:  The “Two-Complementary- Mentor-Texts-for-the-
same-Lesson” Challenge!  In my experience, these work best 
when the first is either an idea or structure mentor text (to 
help them get a basic idea written) and the second is a craft 
mentor text (to help them revise the initial idea with quality 
techniques). 



Teachers, Acrobats & Instructional Balance 
balancing formulaic writing tasks with writer’s notebooks and mentor text lessons 

Follow along on your device: http://corbettharrison.com/documents/SanAngelo1.pdf  Twitter hashtag: #AlwaysWrite 

We are constantly building/revising our website  
and its resources; like the Golden Gate Bridge,  
the improvement “paint job” is never complete. 
 
We have many ways to stay in touch and stay 
on top of all new lessons and resources we post. 
 
1) Join the Writing Lesson of the Month Ning 
and receive a new lesson or notebook resource  
emailed to you on the first of every month:  
http://writinglesson.ning.com/ 
 
2)  Follow us (and repin and “like” the student- and teacher-made samples) on our Pinterest 
Boards: https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/ 
 
3) Follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/WritingFix) or on our website’s Facebook Page 
(https://www.facebook.com/corbett.harrison.9) 

http://writinglesson.ning.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/
https://www.pinterest.com/corbettharrison/
https://twitter.com/WritingFix
https://www.facebook.com/corbett.harrison.9


Visit our website for free lessons! 
http://corbettharrison.com 

Visit our Teachers Pay Teachers 
store for both free and for-pay products! 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write  

Our Best Sellers at Teachers Pay Teachers 

10 Notebook Bingo Cards 366 SWT Slides 8 Choice Menus for Workshop 

The above three popular products can also be bundled for a discounted price. 

Reading Workshop Bingo 10 Vocab. Lessons Tier-2 Vocab. Poems for Groups 

Our for-pay products at TPT can all be previewed at no cost.  Be sure to preview them before 
committing to buy; we want all our customers to be 100% happy with their purchases. 

http://corbettharrison.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Always-Write
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Writers-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2228372
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/366-Sacred-Writing-Time-Slides-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2242962
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/8-Restaurant-Themed-Writing-Choice-Menus-For-Writers-Notebooks-Journals-2243039
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Writers-Notebook-Bundle-Bingo-Cards-SWT-Slides-and-Menus-2243111
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Full-Set-Reading-Notebook-Bingo-Cards-2245487
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Collecting-11-lessons-that-teach-vocabulary-and-writing-2245381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/18-Tier-2-Vocab-Quick-Poems-great-words-for-Socratic-Seminar-lit-discussions-2180288

